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YOU SAID BIG CATS 

Ten years of conservation concessions: how collecting non-wood products and game 
management help conserve Amur tiger

A hunting and fishing club “Sidatun”, one of WWF’s partners, has managed to raise 
the Amur tiger number from 4 to 15 in the club’s lease area. Ten years ago, with the 
support of WWF, “Sidatun” club leased this key for tiger conservation area for 49 years. 
Conservation concession is a long-term, up to 49 years, lease of the valuable forests by the 
local communities where instead of logging people collect pine nuts, berries, mushrooms, 
herbs, and other NWFP. To stop poaching, illegal logging, and wildfires, “Sidatun” has 
formed an anti-poaching group and equipped it. Over ten years not a single fire or illicit 
felling has been allowed! The group issued 156 protocols on illegal hunt, confiscated 67 
arms, the law enforcement bodies initiated 39 administrative and criminal cases. 

• To prevent wildfires, the club laid 183 kilometers of anti-fire roads and mineral 
fire breaks that are also used for collecting and transportation of nuts.

•  Thanks to the combination of all conservation measures the overall ungulates 
number in the leased area has doubled having reached 7000 animals by 2020.

•  As a result, the tiger number has rocketed from 4 in 2010 to 15 in 2019. 

WWF Russia finds the Sidatun’s model of complex use of nature resources the most 
perspective to be replicated across the Amur tiger home range, in valuable forests. It is 
possible to achieve remarkable conservation result with no need to declare a PA or to 
withdraw the lands from industrial development.

More details are here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/10-letie-
prirodookhrannykh-arend-kak-sbor-dikorosov-i-okhotniche-khozyaystvo-
pomogayut-sokhranyat-am/

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/10-letie-prirodookhrannykh-arend-kak-sbor-dikorosov-i-okhotniche-khozyaystvo-pomogayut-sokhranyat-am/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/10-letie-prirodookhrannykh-arend-kak-sbor-dikorosov-i-okhotniche-khozyaystvo-pomogayut-sokhranyat-am/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/10-letie-prirodookhrannykh-arend-kak-sbor-dikorosov-i-okhotniche-khozyaystvo-pomogayut-sokhranyat-am/
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AI Camera Trap 

WWF and its partners explored the AI 
technology’s application in anti-poaching 
in September, 2020. WWF’s partnership, 
Hikvision has developed the first-generation AI 
& real-time monitoring camera trap in August. 
In September, WWF NEC program officer 
and engineers from Hikvision went to Jilin 
Huangnihe National Nature Reserve to set up 
5 of the new camera traps near the wild Amur 
tiger’s cave. 

The 4G signal is available around the tiger’s 
cave. Therefore, the AI & real-time monitoring 
camera trap could be workable. This new camera 
trap is able to identify the tiger individual from 
other wild animals, and transfer the images at 
real time. If this practice is successful, it will be useful to improve the tiger monitoring 
effectiveness. Nevertheless the challenges of AI camera trap is still need to resolved, eg. 
the requirement of 4G signal for real-time transfer and high battery power consumption.

Tiger Day 

This year Tiger Day went online. WWF’s 
followers got acquainted with the key 
persons involved in tiger conservation 
in Russia. The tiger quiz was held on 
Vladivostok FM within the whole week 
across Primorsky Province. They also 
conducted a photo contest Tiger in My 
Soul on the radio’s Instagram account.

In Vladivostok, on a Tiger Valley near 
the waterfront the augmented reality 
tiger exhibition was held in a flash mob 
format. Three shifts of volunteers from 

among the local universities’ students hold 18 tiger photographs – in branded orange 
T-shirts, in tiger-printed face masks, hands in gloves, keeping a social distance. Leaflets 
with a poem about tiger cubs composed for the holiday by one of WWF’s staff were 
distributed among the kids. In one of the city’s art galleries, the exhibition MeWeTiger is 
being held with large kids’ drawings of the Amur tiger are on display.

A short video on how to measure tiger prints was shot and placed on all WWF Russia’s 
accounts in social media. Lots of activities were held by PAs like master classes, quizzes, 
contests, culinary on-line contests, kids’ creativity contests etc. 
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An effort for connecting the tiger habitats in Changbai Mountain

Located between Zhangguangcai 
Mountain (ZGM) and Northeast China 
Tiger and Leopard National Park 
(NCTLNP). Heda Highway is a barrior 
against wildlife dispersal in China’s 
wild tiger range.

Heda Highway is about 987km long 
running through both Jilin and 
Heilongjiang provinces. It has been 
approved that the highway caused serious impact to the dispersal of tigers in the Sino-
Russian border area to inlands of China by fragmenting the tiger range of Zhangguangcai 
Mountain and NCTLNP. According to the survey of WWF, the habitat quality of 
Zhangguangcai Mountain is compatible to that of NCTLNP, which means that both 
habitats are applicable tiger habitats. But the habitat in Zhangguangcai Mountain has 
rarely been roamed by the tigers due to the fragmentation of Heda. Since August 2020, 
with the support and participation of WWF NEC team, Heilongjiang Wildlife Research 
Institute has been conducting the project to design corridors along Heda highway for 
connecting the tiger range on both sides of the highway. 

2020 Global Tiger day

Become A Tiger Protector
July 29th 2020, WWF and partners successfully held the 10th global tiger day in 
Changchun, Jilin Province to highlight the conservation achievements and challenges 
for tiger conservation to the public. 170 million people were engaged online via series of 
tiger day campaigns in China, including #tigers need corridor# campaign, “tiger cultural 
heritage meets conservation”, tiger conservation sculpture interactive exhibition, etc. 
Globally, the number of tigers has been slowly recovering. But we still need to realize the 
hardness of saving the wild tigers, and face to the tremendous challenges together. 



5

Saving wild tigers in China
After years of efforts by governments, WWF and conservationists, the survival condition 
of wild tigers in China has been gradually improving and the saving action brought 
some results: the number of Amur tigers indicated a trend of rising. It is reflected by 
the emergence of the tigers breeding families. What’s more, the density of the snare is 
decreasing dramatically and prey for tigers are also recovering. 

Deal with challenges
We are still far from fully recovering the tigers. The loss and fragmentation of the 
habitats, the poaching are the main problems that still threaten the tigers. Especially, 
due to the fragmentation of habitat, the wild tigers are having difficulties to disperse 
and breed. Habitat connection is in severely bad condition, plus the lack of planning for 
corridor of infrastructure construction for both highway and high-speed train. Building 
eco-corridors for tigers and other wildlife is an urgent conservation need.

So far, the only recorded tiger “Hu Wa” by Huangnihe NR in wider South of Zhangguangcai 
Mountain, is now 8 year old, single and still roaming for a mate. Its habitat is seriously 
fragmented by infrastructures like Heda Highway. It is a can’t-cross-barrier. No tiger is 
able to come to its range neither. 

For this year’s Global Tiger Day, WWF initiated a campaign #Tigers Need Corridors# 
in social media, calling for the government and conservationists to pay attention to the 
importance and urgency of eco-corridors, so as to take actions to build corridors for 
tigers, and encourage the public to facilitate the construction of corridors for tigers. 

This year, WWF and Kuaishou launched a joint action to protect wild tiger. We jointly 
created 30 pieces of intangible cultural heritage of tiger works, let endangered culture 
meets the endangered animals, protecting the only 30 wild tigers in China, and retaining 
those "tigers" in cultural heritage. 

To deal with poaching, WWF in China has been conducting the anti-poaching actions for 
more than a decade. This year, borrowing ideas from the ‘grid management’, WWF just 
upgraded its mechanism of SAMAP by working with relevant public security departments 
and communities together, and expanded SAMAP pilot area, from 4 in 2017 to 9 in 2020. 
In order to achieve the goal of ‘zero poaching’, WWF is also actively exploring the use of 
AI to improve anti-poaching efforts.

An interative tiger conservation sculpture exhibition were shown for the first time to the 
public attracting 300 visitors. The rangers demonstrated the snares and their harms to 
the animals. People learned habitat framentation and how it threatens the tigers’ survival. 
Children made their wishes and printed their fingerprints on the protection wall.

Ranger trainings and competitions can effectively improve their professional skills. WWF 
rangers capacity building has involved 600 rangers in China’s tiger range. In 2017, WWF 
began to worked with the Heilongjiang Wildlife Research Center to prepare the formal 
document, The wildlife ranger requirement and standard. By the time of this year, it has 
already passed the review of relevant departments and will be enact and implement in 
the near future. This document will be the first standard in China that provide guidelines 
for tiger range rangers and could also be a reference for rangers in others wildlife range.
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Tx2 is the global goal to double the number of wild tigers by 2022 – the next Chinese year 
of the tiger. While some tiger range countries have made some progress, the tigers are 
still faces threats from poaching and habitat loss. In Southeast Asia, a snaring crisis could 
wipe out all the animals not only tigers unless urgent action is taken. WWF is working 
with partners, governments and communities to secure tigers safe and create a better 
future.

Hu Wa Needs Corridors

A one in ten thousand chance’s 
encounter, the only Amur tiger in 
Huangnihe Nature Reserve was 
captured an image by forest farm 
workers on the roadside. “He” is an 
8-year-old tiger being protected by 
rangers for many years. For the first 
time in years, “he” was witnessed. 
Why did he appear on the roadside? Is 
everything good with him? With this 

concern, rangers went into the forest to trace “him”, Fortunately, everything is fine. The 
8-year-old tiger, which has reached the middle age of his life, is still single. “He” kept 
searching for years, but could not find a mate in the forest . “He” has been exploring along 
the Heda Highway. Once, “He” even roamed hundreds of kilometers to the edge of Jilin 
City. But his home is blocked by highway and high-speed rail, and there is no corridor to 
cross.

The life span of a wild Amur tiger is usually 12-18 years old. The 8-year-old tiger, how 
many more 8 years he has? Will a tigress in the dream still appear? Maybe a tigress is 
also blocked in the search. How long can “he” wait? Rangers found the tiger vigorous 
but leaving us “his” lonely back. WWF has launched #tigers need corridors# campaign 
online, more than 20million people learned Hu Wa’s story and interacted together calling 
for the future corridor building.
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TOGETHER FOR CONSERVATION 
EFFECTIVENESS

Minister of Nature, Environment and Tourism of Mongolia expressed her support for  
WWF-Mongolia

D.Sarangerel, the newly appointed 
Minister of Nature, Environment and 
Tourism of Mongolia, paid an official 
visit to the eastern region in August 
2020 to acquaint with the activities of 
environmental protection projects and 
programs. During this visit, she met 
with WWF-Mongolia Eastern Office 
staff. D.Batbold, Director of WWF-
Mongolia, presented the achievements 
in the field of conservation. WWF-

Mongolia has done a lot of effective conservation work in recent years, including the 
protected area expansion. This is a clear example of WWF-Mongolia’s active cooperation 
with the stakeholders and Mongolian parliament, which approved 10 areas (1.3 million 
hectares) under special state protection. The described areas cover 1.3 million hectares 
of eight provinces throughout the nation and 6 areas out of them are located in the 
headwater of the Amur-Heilong and Altai-Sayan landscape. 

WWF-Mongolia provided technical and financial support to the proposal, which will 
result in the protection of 1.05 million hectares represents the fresh water eco system, 
breeding area of multiple crane species, including the white naped crane and the run-off 
generating areas of Onon river. It was a great triumph to take the headwaters of the Onon 
River, the source of the Amur River under state protection. The minister D.Sarangerel 
praised this success and wished well for the future. She said “I would like to thank WWF-
Mongolia for its efforts to protect Mongolia's wildlife and grateful for your contribution 
to environmental protection. WWF-Mongolia’s accomplishments are highly appreciated. 
We will continue to work together and support conservation activities in terms of policy.”

Two Oriental storks release into the wild

On August 13. Two Oriental storks have been 
released into the wildness of Evreiskaya 
Province. Rare birds were ringed and equipped 
with GPS-transmitters provided by WWF 
Russia. After that the storks were placed in 
transportation boxes in a car. The travel took 
place at night so that the birds suffered less 
from the heat. It took 14 hours to cover 1200 km 
from Primorye to Evreiskaya Province. 
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This time the release of rare birds can be regarded as a miracle on three occasions. The 
first miracle had happened when two chicks, left in boxes on the burning hot roadside, 
were lucky to be found alive and timely transported to the Rehab Center. Second, they 
survived and successfully passed though the course of rehabilitation. And the third 
miracle is the freedom that birds have finally gained. The colossal work of conservationists 
stands behind each of these rescue episodes. This is the second release of Oriental storks 
from the Rehabilitation Center in Primorye. The first one took place exactly one year 
ago, on August 13, 2019, also in Evreiskaya Province. New feathered patients will have 
to join the flock in the same wetlands in the Dobraya River floodplain to the southeast 
of the Zhuravliny Wildlife Refuge. The place of release was determined thanks to new 
technologies and the support of WWF Russia. 

More details are here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/podshefnye-
wwf-dalnevostochnye-aisty-posle-kursa-reabilitatsii-v-tsentre-tigr-segodnya-
vypushcheny-v/

New Field Station in Harbin

On September 3, 2020, biodiversity conservation and green development workshop was 
held in Harbin. WWF NEC signed a strategic cooperation agreement with the Institute 
of Nature and Ecology (INE), Academy of Sciences of Heilongjiang Province, aiming 
at strengthening the exercises in conservation and nature education in Heilongjiang 
Province. WWF and INE will jointly carry out conservation work in the agreement period.

To strengthen the conservation program in Heilongjiang Province, WWF NEC team set 
up a field station in INE. This station will become an important "base" for WWF NEC 
team conducting conservation programs and communicating with partnerships in 
Heilongjiang Province.

Since 2018, WWF has cooperated with INE and has carried out a number of conservation 
projects, including identification of potential Amur tiger habitat in Lesser Khingan 
Mountains and restoration of degraded grassland in Songnen Plain. The pilot project of 
"restoration and sustainable management of degraded grassland in Songnen Plain" is in 
progress. By means of rapid planting, combined with the sustainable management mode, 
the grassland biodiversity is expected to be gradually restored with years of succession.

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/podshefnye-wwf-dalnevostochnye-aisty-posle-kursa-reabilitatsii-v-tsentre-tigr-segodnya-vypushcheny-v/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/podshefnye-wwf-dalnevostochnye-aisty-posle-kursa-reabilitatsii-v-tsentre-tigr-segodnya-vypushcheny-v/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/podshefnye-wwf-dalnevostochnye-aisty-posle-kursa-reabilitatsii-v-tsentre-tigr-segodnya-vypushcheny-v/
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An automatic camera has been installed in Ereen's mountain 

In collaboration with WWF-Mongolia 
and the Onon-Balj National Park 
Administration, 30 automatic cameras 
have been installed to identify species 
in the Ereen Mountains and create a 
database. The Ereen mountain range is 
located across three soums of Khentii 
province, one soum of Dornod province 
and is rich in biodiversity. This range 
is distinctive because three species 
of conifers including Krylov's pine, 
Daurian larch and Chekanovsky's larch are found in this area. Of these, Daurian larch 
(Pinus daurica) is included in the Mongolian Red Data Book. As for the animals, the rare 
species listed in the Mongolian Red Data Book, such as Siberian musk deer (Moschus 
moschiferus) and moose (Alces alces) live here. The Ereen Range is one of the conservation 
values selected to be represented in the Onon-Balj National Park Management Plan.

For the first time a red-crowned crane became a patient of the rehabilitation center TIGR

Local people of Evreiskaya Province 
have found the chick in the field, brought 
it home and immediately informed the 
regional wildlife service. Right after 
that the appropriate request was sent 
to federal agency of Rosprirodnadzor 
to get the permission to place the chick 
to the Center “TIGR” for rehabilitation 
and preparation for further release into 
the wild. The Center’s staff has built 
a wooden transporting box and over 
the night the chick was delivered to 

the Center in the village of Alekseevka. Judging by the appearance of feather and legs, 
the chick at that time was about 1,5 month years old and weighted 2,5 kilograms which 
is normal for this age. Medical examination and X-raying showed that its legs were 
absolutely fine and after a couple of days after recovering from stress of transportation 
the crane was removed from a closed cabin and placed in the open enclosure which was 
being constructed with the support of WWF Russia. WWF Russia and the staff of the 
Rehab Center area taking care of this rare bird.

More details are here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/vpervye-na-
reabilitatsii-v-tsentre-tigr-v-primore-nakhoditsya-yaponskiy-zhuravl/

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/vpervye-na-reabilitatsii-v-tsentre-tigr-v-primore-nakhoditsya-yaponskiy-zhuravl/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/vpervye-na-reabilitatsii-v-tsentre-tigr-v-primore-nakhoditsya-yaponskiy-zhuravl/
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Crane survey in Huihe 

In July 2020, WWF and its partners 
surveyed an area of approximately 
1000km² the crane breeding 
populations in the Huihe River Basin. 
A total of 200 cranes were recorded, 
among which there were more than 50 
red-crowned cranes. 

Huihe Nature Reserve has three types 
of wetlands: river, lake and swamp, 
with a total area of 1,167 km². For this 
survey, a total of 20 survey lines of 3km each were investigated; a total of 192 cranes were 
recorded, including 55 red crowned cranes (7 juveniles). The highest encounter rate of 
breeding population in the area accounted for 1.6 no./km. Based on the investigation, it 
has reflected that Huihe National Nature Reserve is the largest breeding area for cranes 
in Hulunbuir and the second largest breeding area for the Western population of red-
crowned cranes.

WWF and its partners are carrying out a survey of the ecological footprint of cranes and 
local communities, which will provide scientific basis for conservation management and 
action plans for Huihe Nature Reserve Administration.

While adults protect cranes, kids from Russia, China, and Mongolia draw them

About 1700 art works have been 
submitted to the international contest 
of children drawings “Crane is a Bird of 
the World” organized by WWF Russia, 
WWF Mongolia and WWF China as 
part of the “Year for Cranes - 2020”. 
One of the main goals of the contest 
was to draw people's attention to the 
problems of crane conservation and 
evoke their interest to preserve these 
rare birds. The art pieces have been 
sent from all over Russia, China and 

Mongolia. The jury that was formed of representatives of national organizations of WWF 
Russia, China and Mongolia and invited experts in fine art, has selected the best works in 
the main nomination, as well as picked the winners in the nomination “Art of Protected 
Areas” represented by works - the winners of regional stages of the contest organized 
by protected areas of the Russian Far East. Moreover, a “popular voting” was suggested 
on the AmurInfoCenter contest page where people could mark the drawings they like 
the most. Some art pieces have received more than 8 000 votes! All participants of the 
contest will receive WWF’s diplomas once the COVID-19 restrictions are cancelled. Also 
in autumn, an exhibition of best works will be held in the Amur basin. 
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Marmot reintroduction continues successfully 

WWF-Mongolia has been in charge of 
the management of the Khar Yamaat 
Nature Reserve since 2014. The area is 
unique in that it spans the territory of 
Sukhbaatar and Khentii provinces, and 
local authorities are actively involved in 
conservation work.

In the summer of 2019, 20 marmots 
(Marmota sibirica) were reintroduced 
to the Khar Yamaat Nature Reserve 
while a number of marmot population is decreasing due to illegal hunting. Prior to this 
work, field researchers from the National University of Mongolia studied the vegetation 
of the Khar Yamaat Nature Reserve and scientifically identified areas where marmots 
could be reintroduced.

Specialists from WWF-Mongolia, in collaboration with rangers, conducted a monitoring 
study to determine the location and breeding success of reintroduced marmots. According 
to the study, the death toll of marmots was low, and experts say that it is possible to 
reintroduce marmots in the area in the future. This is because the area is rich in plants 
and has little negative impact on marmots. Therefore, on July 4, 2020, 30 marmots were 
reintroduced to the Khar Yamaat Nature Reserve with funding from the Khentii Province 
Department of Nature and Environment. The rangers and citizen rangers of the area will 
continue to monitor the reintroduced marmots.

Crane Census completed in Daursky NR, Zabaikalsky Province

As part of the Year for Cranes — 2020, 
with the support of WWF-Russia, 
ornithologists of the Daursky Nature 
Reserve completed a two-year census 
of cranes in Zabaikalsky Province. The 
results are alarming: due to a long-term 
drought and anthropogenic pressure 
the number of white-naped cranes in 
Province has dropped by more than 2 
times over 20 years, and the number 
of red-crowned cranes over the past 15 
years decreased by 50 times.

The census started in 2019. Then, on a tiny two-seater airplane, it was possible to survey a 
huge territory of potential habitats of white-naped cranes in seven districts of Zabaikalsky 
province. In 2020, the survey was continued using ground-based methods: the Argun 
River and areas not covered by last year's aerial survey in the Onon River floodplain 
were explored. The main attention was paid to the extremely rare and endangered white-
naped and red-crowned cranes. Along the way, all other cranes were counted as well: 
gray, black, Siberian Cranes, Demoiselles.
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The Working Group on Cranes will analyze data of crane census in the entire Amur 
basin in November. The analysis will allow assessing the dynamics of populations and 
identifying strategically important tasks for the protection of species.

in the Amur River Basin 

A significant number of nests of the white-naped crane became a real discovery for the 
researches: about 180 nests were found only in Amurskaya Province compared to 150 
across Russia in earlier years. Researches registered 169 nests of the white-naped cranes 
in Amurskaya Province on the Zeya-Bureya Plain. They encountered two breeding pairs of 
red-crowned crane: in Muravyovsky Wildlife Refuge and a pair with chicks near Amursky 
Wildlife Refuge. The concentrations and single individuals of non-breeding red-crowned, 
white-naped, hooded cranes and common cranes were also recorded.

During a survey in Evreiskaya Province, 103 individuals of three crane species were 
recorded: 41 white-naped cranes, 25 hooded cranes, 25 red-crowned cranes. Next stage of 
the count will take place on migration routes and in concentration places when the birds 
will move from the Russian part of the Amur basin to wintering sites in China, Japan, 
and the Korean Peninsula. In November 2020, the Crane Working group will finalize 
the census results, assess population dynamics and identify strategically important 
conservation objectives.

More details are here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/ornitologi-
daurskogo-zapovednika-zavershili-uchet-zhuravley-v-zabaykale-/
and here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/ko-vsemirnomu-dnyu-zhuravlya-
v-basseyne-amura-podvodyat-itogi-uchetov-zhuravlinykh-na-gnezdovanii/

Demarcation are up in newly protected area

In May 2020, the Parliament of 
Mongolia has approved 10 areas for 
national protected areas. One of them, 
Gutai and Khumul NP which is the run-
off generating areas of Onon river, one 
of the only two sources of the Amur 
river. The locals are happy that the 
Gutain Davaa, which have attracted 
a lot of attention in recent years, 
have been taken under special state 
protection. Thanks to parliament decision gold mining stopped in Gutai and Onon River, 
head of the Amur river kept from the risk of pollution. 

Officials led by the Deputy Minister of Nature, Environment and Tourism of Mongolia 
visited the site in June 2020 and pulled down the machinery, equipment that had been 
planned for gold mining, and handed over the site to the Onon-Balj National Park 
Administration. Thus, Onon-Balj National Park Administration, with the financial support 
of the WWF-Mongolia, put up demarcation in newly protected area (Gutai and Khumul 
NP) on September 4-14, 2020 to introduce the boundaries of the newly protected area to 
the public. The demarcations are made by administration staff and done in accordance 
with the approved standards. 

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/ornitologi-daurskogo-zapovednika-zavershili-uchet-zhuravley-v-zabaykale-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/ornitologi-daurskogo-zapovednika-zavershili-uchet-zhuravley-v-zabaykale-/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/ko-vsemirnomu-dnyu-zhuravlya-v-basseyne-amura-podvodyat-itogi-uchetov-zhuravlinykh-na-gnezdovanii/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/ko-vsemirnomu-dnyu-zhuravlya-v-basseyne-amura-podvodyat-itogi-uchetov-zhuravlinykh-na-gnezdovanii/
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WHEN THE BELT IS GREEN

Lake enclosure is proven to be effective 

WWF-Mongolia has been in charge 
of the management of the Khar 
Yamaat Nature Reserve since 2014. 
The conservation work continues 
effectively. Khulstai Lake, located in 
Khar Yamaat Nature Reserve, was 
protected in May 2020 by the local 
people with funding from WWF-
Mongolia. The purpose of fencing this 
small lake is to protect it from livestock, 
to increase the water level and reduce 
the burden on the birds' nest and laid eggs. As a result of successful conservation work, 
birds migrated in and laid their eggs this spring, specially white naped crane. In order 
to make the protection more effective, the local people are coming together to make the 
enclosure sturdier and responsible for its future maintenance. 

The population of red-listed Mongolian gazelle in Zabaikalsky province is estimated at 29 000

Such are the results of the early summer 
count of the Mongolian gazelles 
(dzerens) to assess how many of them 
have stayed in the province before the 
breeding season. The work was done 
by Daursky and Sokhondinsky NR, 
Zabaikalsky Wildlife Management 
Department with the support of 
WWF Russia. The census was held 
simultaneously in Russia and Mongolia 

to estimate the overall number of dzerens for the first time over more than ten years. The 
count was carried out by 7 ranger groups from both reserves and Zabaikalsky Wildlife 
Management Department. In Russia, the count covered the area of 25,000 sq. kilometers 
while in Mongolia more than 450,000 sq. kilometers.

Over 20 years, WWF has been supporting nature reserves and regional authorities of 
Zabailalye to restore dzeren in Russia, to monitor and protect the population, and to 
create protected areas for this rare species. The next stage in the conservation of nature in 
general and Mongolian gazelle in particular is the creation of a transboundary protected 
area “The Sources of the Amur River”, which will unite the environmental efforts of 
Russia and Mongolia.

More details are here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/chislennost-
krasnoknizhnogo-dzerena-v-zabaykalskom-krae-sostavlyaet-29-tysyach/

https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/chislennost-krasnoknizhnogo-dzerena-v-zabaykalskom-krae-sostavlyaet-29-tysyach/
https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/amur/chislennost-krasnoknizhnogo-dzerena-v-zabaykalskom-krae-sostavlyaet-29-tysyach/
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Bikin and Bereginya National Parks get closer to each other

Indigenous people from both national parks 
(in Primory and Chukotka) started internship 
as part of WWF’s program on indigenous 
people adaptation to climate change supported 
by IKI. One of the Bikin NP staff, an Udege 
tribe representative Yury Kanchuga, went to 
the village of Novoye Chaplino (the Eskimos’ 
village) to spend here three months to share 
his skills in building a handicraft workshop and 
learn from the Eskimos’ skills and knowledge. 
Also Yury plans to socialize with husky breeders 
as he is restoring traditional sled dog racing 
in his village in Primorye, and to raise his 
craftsmanship in bone carving. Next year, as a 
return visit, a person from Bereginya NP will 
come to Bikin NP which is the only one Russia 
declared to protect both the taiga and Amur 
tiger, and traditional way of life and nature use 
of the aboriginal tribes. 

On-line conference on environmental crimes investigations was held at the Legal School

with the support of WWF. It was the third in a raw science-to-practice conference where 
biologists, ecologists, virologists presented their scientific papers which will help the 
Police staff to perfect their knowledge. The actual issues that emerge when forensic 
examinations, calculation of damage to nature due to illegal resources use were covered 
at the conference as well as the impact of COVID-19 on increasing the poaching rate and 
contraband in wildlife products. The participants got acquainted with the modern means 
of the crimes fixations, with the forecasted environmental risks, and the ways on how 
to minimize the negative impact. In the future, the Legal School tutors will use these 
research data when developing methodical recommendations. In 2018, the Legal School 
and WWF signed a cooperative agreement on raising staff qualification in investigating 
environmental crimes.
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BRIEF NEWS

Vasily Dunkai, keeper of spiritual traditions of the native people of Primorye received the 
Order of Friendship

For his contribution to the Amur tiger conservation. 
Vasily, a shaman and a hunter, a member of the 
Council of the Indigenous People at the Bikin National 
Park is an old friend and partner of WWF Russia. The 
Bikin River valley’s intact forests are home for Amur 
tigers and aboriginal tribes of the Nanai and Udege 
people; the area is one of WWF’s priorities for over 20 
years. All these years Vasily Dunkai was inside of 
WWF’s activities in the region. He headed the joint 
anti-poaching rapid response team of the Wildlife 
Management Dept. and the aboriginal Commune 
Tigr; he initiated and became the leader of the field 
school for the young pathfinders and guides. Our 
congratulations to Vasily!

Art for Planet artists’ community celebrated 
International Tiger Day in social media

Artists bloggers, @artforplanet, initiated the art-
marathon and enabled everyone who likes drawing 
and values the nature beauty. Lots of beautiful tiger-
inspired pictures inspire people to share their love 
for nature among broad audiences. 

Chen Xu, Senior Communication Officer
WWF-China
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